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December 29th, 2019 

 

The Radiance of God’s Glory 
Hebrews 1:1-4 

 

 

BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN  

Dec 22  1 Peter 1-5  Dec 26  Revelation 1-3 

Dec 23  2 Peter 1-3  Dec 27  Revelation 4-8 

Dec 24  1 John 1-5  Dec 28  Revelation 9-12 

Dec 25  2 John – Jude  Dec 29 Revelation 13-15 

 

Lesson Idea:  Over the last four weeks we have seen the 

passages which tell of Jesus’ birth. But Jesus’ existence 

did not begin when He was born on earth; He was 

eternally co-existent with the Father. This lesson 

examines the pre-eminence of Jesus as the eternal Son 

of God and Savior of the world. 

 

Cross References:  John 1:1-5; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; 

Colossians 1:15-20; Philippians 2:5-6 

 

Background:  The early church recognized the Holy 

Spirit’s inspiration of the book of Hebrews, but there is 

no definitive answer of what human author God used to 

pen it. Hebrews contains the elements of a sermon or a 

doctrinal essay but ends like a letter. Since Hebrews 

never mentions the destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D. 

(even though it would have fit the theme well), it was 

probably written between 67-69 A.D. David Guzik, 

Hebrews, points out: 

Hebrews is a book deeply rooted in the Old Testament. 

Hebrews has 29 quotations and 53 allusions to the Old 

Testament, for a total of 82 references. . . Hebrews is 

basically a book that exhorts discouraged Christians to 

continue on strong with Jesus in light of the complete 

superiority of who He is and what He has done for us. 

     

Hebrews 1:1-4  New American Standard Bible 

1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the 

prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 in these 

last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed 

heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. 

3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact 

representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the 

word of His power. When He had made purification of 

sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 

4 having become as much better than the angels, as He 

has inherited a more excellent name than they. 

Discussion Questions Verses 1-4   

• V 1. Who were the “fathers” and how had God 

spoken to them previously? 

• V 2. Why did the author of Hebrews refer to his time 

as “these last days?” How has God spoken during 

them? 

• V 2-3. How is the Son of God described and why? 

• V 3. How and why did Jesus “make purification of 

sins,” and what does that mean to us today? 

• V 3-4. What is the position of Jesus at this time, and 

what does that mean? 

 

Notes:   

    The book of Hebrews begins with God. There is no 

attempt to explain His existence, it is just treated as fact. 

God not only exists, but He also speaks. “The fathers” is 

an expression referring to the past leaders as represent-

ative of Israel in all their generations. 

    God spoke to them through the prophets in many 

different ways throughout the thousands of years of 

their history. Guzik reminds us that God spoke to Moses 

by a burning bush (Exodus 2), to Elijah by a still, small 

voice (1 Kings 19), to Isaiah by a heavenly vision (Isaiah 

6), to Hosea by his family crisis (Hosea 1:2) and to Amos 

by a basket of fruit (Amos 8:1). 

    In verse 2, “these last days” refers to the course of 

human history following the completion of Christ’s 

sacrifice and resurrection. All the New Testament writers 

believed they were in the last days, and they were, just 

as we are. Jesus completed the sacrifice for sins, rose 

from the dead, ascended back into heaven, and sent 

forth His Holy Spirit to the believers. The only thing left 

to happen is His second coming. That is why the church 

has been continually in the last days. 

    These verses maintain that God’s ultimate expression 

of speaking to man was through His Son Jesus Christ. 

Guzik says that “it isn't so much that Jesus brought a 

message from the Father; He is a message from the 

Father.” This message of Christ involves both who He is 

and what He does. 

 

Who Jesus Is – verses 2-3 

    Verse 2 says that Jesus was “appointed heir of all 

things,” meaning all things ultimately belong to Him. The 

fact that it was “appointed” to Him means that the 

ownership of it all was given to Him by His Father, God 

Almighty, and is a shared ownership with His Father. But 

He is also described as the Agent of creation, because 

God made the world through Jesus. The Apostle John 

tried to explain this reality in the prologue of his Gospel: 
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John 1:1-5 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 

beginning with God. 3 All things came into being 

through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into 

being that has come into being. 4 In Him was life, and 

the life was the Light of men. 5 The Light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 

 

    Hebrews 1:3 also describes Jesus as the radiance of 

God’s glory and the exact representation of His nature. 

The phrase “radiance of God’s glory” is reminiscent of 

the Shekinah glory of the Old Testament which led the 

people of Israel in their exodus from Egypt. The Apostle 

Paul speaks of this glory in 2 Corinthians 4: 

 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those 

who are perishing, 4 in whose case the god of this 

world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that 

they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory 

of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do not 

preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and 

ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For 

God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is 

the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light 

of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Christ. 

The phrase “exact representation of His nature” carries 

the idea of an exact likeness as would be made by a 

stamp. Jesus said: “If you have seen Me, you have seen 

the Father.” (John 14:9)  Paul also speaks of this truth in 

the first chapter of Colossians, when He calls Jesus “the 

image of the invisible God.” 

 

Colossians 1:15-20 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 

all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created, both 

in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 

authorities—all things have been created through Him 

and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all 

things hold together. 18 He is also head of the body, 

the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from 

the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first 

place in everything. 19 For it was the Father’s good 

pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, 20 and 

through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having 

made peace through the blood of His cross; through 

Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven. 

 

What Jesus Does 

    Verse 3 continues by explaining that Jesus “upholds all 

things by the word of His power.” Colossians 1:17 carries 

this same idea when it says that “in Him all things hold 

together.” The Bible maintains that Jesus not only 

created all things, but He also sustains all things. 

    God’s message through His Son also involves Jesus 

making “purification of sins.” This act is described in past 

tense meaning it was completed on the cross. It implies 

that mankind’s main need was to receive cleansing for 

their sins. 1 John 3:5 says: “You know that He appeared 

in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin.” 

Romans 4:25 says that “He was delivered over to death 

for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.” 

    Jesus’ current position is the same as His eternal 

position; because after He completed His work of 

redemption, He ascended back into heaven and “sat 

down at the right hand of the Majesty on high” (which is 

a beautiful description of God Almighty). The right hand 

is a position of power. (see also Philippians 2:5-11) 

    The book of Hebrews will demonstrate how Jesus is 

superior to all beings and all things. It will express His 

preeminence over the angels, because He is the Son of 

God. Guzik shares several reasons why it is important to 

understand that Jesus is better than the angels: 

a. Because we often best understand things when they 

are set in contrast to other things. 

b. Because the Old Covenant came by the hands of 

angels to Moses, but a better covenant came by a 

better being, Jesus. It might have been easy for first 

century Jews to dismiss the gospel thinking it came at 

the hands of mere men - the apostles. But here we see 

the Divine (superior to angelic) coming of the gospel. 

c. Because there was a dangerous tendency to worship 

angels developing in the early Church (Colossians 2:18, 

Galatians 1:8), and Hebrews shows that Jesus is high 

above any angel. 

d. Because there was the heretical idea that Jesus 

Himself was an angel, a concept which degrades His 

glory and majesty. 

e. Because understanding how Jesus is better than the 

angels helps us to understand how He is better than 

any of the "competitors" to Him in our lives. In this 

sense, the purpose of Hebrews is like the purpose of 

the Transfiguration. Each of them cry out and say, This 

is My beloved Son. Hear Him! (Mark 9:7) 

 

    Jesus is preeminent because of who He has always 

been, because of what He has done, and because of who 

He will always be. 

Bro Stan 


